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Overview

Looking to explore the magical blend of Himachal’s hills and Punjab’s rich culture without
breaking the bank? The Himachal Backpacking Trail is not just a trip—it’'s a journey
designed to ignite the explorer in you. Curated specially for college students, solo
adventurers, and budget travel groups, this 9-day road trip takes you through scenic hill
towns, adrenaline-pumping adventure spots, heritage cities, and soulful spiritual
stops.<br>Traveling by road from the modern plains of Chandigarh to the snow-kissed
charm of Manali, then descending into the spiritual and cultural depths of Amritsar, every
single day is about new friendships, laughter-filled memories, and experiences that go
beyond just ticking off tourist spots. Stay in lively backpacker hostels and budget
homestays where like-minded travelers become your trail companions. Share stories over
bonfires in the hills, explore local food scenes on foot, and soak in sunsets with a sense of
freedom and discovery.<br>Expect adventure in Solang Valley with paragliding and
optional ropeways, peaceful walks across Shimla Ridge and Old Manali’s riverside lanes,
spiritual calm at the Golden Temple, patriotic vibes at the Wagah Border, and an
emotional journey through history at Jallianwala Bagh. The drive itself is half the fun —
window views of pine forests, hidden waterfalls, street chai stalls, and Instagram-worthy
turns await you.<br>This package blends thrill, culture, food, and affordability. Whether
you're a student group looking for an epic college trip, a solo traveler ready to make new
friends, or a bunch of young professionals chasing mountain air — this trail is your calling.

We handle the logistics, you create the stories.



Highlights

e [T] Paragliding in the Himalayan valleys

e [[Id Walking tours through Shimla and Manali

e [J] Scenic road journey via Kullu and Parvati Valley

e [T] Chill sessions and bonfires with youth groups

e []] Stay in budget-friendly hostels and homestays

¢ [J] Local shopping at Mall Roads and Old Manali

e [T]1 Group photos at scenic stops and cultural landmarks
e []] Street food hunt in Amritsar

e []] Visit to India Gate and Golden Temple

e [[]Wagah Border flag ceremony experience

Detailed Itinerary

Day 1 - Day 1: Chandigarh to Shimla

You begin your journey with a warm pickup from Chandigarh, where your fellow travelers
join the group for a drive into the hills. The road curves into pine forests and hill tunnels as
you climb toward Shimla. By late afternoon, check in to your backpacker hostel or budget
stay. As evening falls, take a relaxed walk through the iconic Mall Road and Ridge area,
soaking in the cool breeze and hill-town vibe. Later, the group meets for an introductory

bonding session and optional dinner at a lively café. Overnight stay in Shimla.

Day 2 - Day 2: Explore Kufri and Shimla

After a light breakfast, the group heads to Kufri for some panoramic valley views and
optional adventure activities like horse riding or skiing (in season). Spend time capturing
photos and relaxing amidst nature. Return to Shimla for lunch and explore the Lakkar
Bazaar and Scandal Point. The evening is yours to chill at a rooftop café, swap stories, or

explore more on foot. Overnight stay in Shimla.
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Day 3 - Day 3: Shimla to Manali via Kullu

Today'’s drive is long but thrilling as we journey through lush valleys and riverside roads
toward Manali. En route, enjoy a scenic halt at Kullu for optional white-water rafting or just
to stretch your legs by the Beas River. Arrive in Manali by evening, where the mountain air
instantly energizes you. After check-in, gather for a casual group dinner or campfire

session. Overnight stay in Manali.

Day 4 - Day 4: Adventure Day - Paragliding & Solang Valley

Start early and gear up for the highlight of the trip — paragliding! Based on weather and
location (Solang or Bir/Billing), experience the unforgettable thrill of flying over Himalayan
terrain. After the flight, explore Solang Valley — you can try ropeways, zip lines, or just
walk around and enjoy the snow (seasonal). Return to Manali by late afternoon for café-

hopping in Old Manali and a relaxed evening. Overnight stay in Manali.

Day 5 - Day 5: Leisure & Culture in Manali

A laid-back morning lets you recover and explore at your own pace. Visit the Hadimba
Devi Temple, a quiet pine-surrounded spot, and later bathe in the hot springs of Vashisht.
Head to the colorful Tibetan Monastery or simply spend hours at the riverside with a cup of

chai. The night can include live music or karaoke at a local café. Overnight stay in Manali.

Day 6 - Day 6: Manali to Kasol or Tosh

Today the road leads deeper into Himachal’s backpacking circuit — the Parvati Valley.
Drive toward Kasol or Tosh, known for their chill vibe, Israeli cafés, and riverfront trails.
Reach by early afternoon and check in to a quaint hostel. Explore Chalal village or relax by
the Parvati River. Sunset at the valley here is often surreal. Dinner is optional, and many

choose to gather at a bonfire. Overnight stay in Kasol or Tosh.

Day 7 - Day 7: Long Drive to Amritsar

After breakfast, begin the long road journey from the mountains into Punjab’s heartland.

The contrast in landscapes is striking as we descend into plains. There will be rest stops
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along the way. Depending on energy levels and distance, this could be an overnight
journey or broken up with a short rest in Chandigarh. Arrive in Amritsar and rest.

Overnight stay in Amritsar.

Day 8 - Day 8: Explore Amritsar - Golden Temple & Wagah Border

Start your day early with a peaceful visit to the Golden Temple — the serenity of the
morning hours is a spiritual experience. Visit the Jallianwala Bagh next for a historical and
emotional walkthrough. In the afternoon, prepare for the Wagah Border Ceremony — an
energetic, patriotic performance that stirs the soul. In the evening, walk through old

Amritsar lanes and savor its unbeatable street food. Overnight stay in Amritsar.

Day 9 - Day 9: Departure from Amritsar

On your final day, wake up to a calm morning in Amritsar. After breakfast, it's time to pack
up and bid farewell to this incredible journey. The group begins the return journey directly
from Amritsar—either heading back to Chandigarh or continuing onward to Delhi,
depending on the chosen drop location. Enjoy the ride with music, memories, and maybe
one last chai stop. By evening, reach your respective drop-off point with a heart full of

stories, a phone full of pictures, and friendships that might just last a lifetime.

Accommodation Used

Page 4



